MEETING MINUTES
Monday June 16, 2025
Minutes by: Vickee Jordan

GUILD

WELCOME & PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

Chris Allaway welcomed the membership to the June meeting. There were no new members in
attendance at the meeting. The membership was reminded to please ensure you have paid your
fees for the coming year.

SECRETARY REPORT: Martha Burke was not in attendance to give the Secretary’s Report.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT: Linda Cross reminded the group to sign the attendance sheet so they
would receive credit for attending the meeting and to also remember to leave their name tags in
the box at the door upon leaving. She mentioned that we need to increase our membership and
asked for suggestions from the group on how they would like to approach the endeavour.

Arlene K: suggested we should leverage the St. Thomas Facebook pages

Eleanor O: suggested targeted advertisements on both Facebook and Instagram

Marcia P: suggested creating small cards with Guild’s information - this has been done previously
in Port Stanley

Chris A: suggested posting advertisements in grocery stores

Roxane S: suggested we sponsor younger membership ie. high school students and Youth

Marcia P. confirmed that after this evening, if previous members have not confirmed their
membership within the group (and paid their fees) their Artist Bio will be removed from the website.

TREASURER REPORT: Jerry Cutting confirmed the Guild has $4100 to work with over the
coming year and the budget is remaining unchanged. The concern is that we have had a large
number of members resign their membership and we are down from 61 to 41 members. Anything
under 50 members erodes the Guild’s equity, so increasing Membership should be a priority on our
list.

Money has not been put aside for Workshops however there has been a new endeavour to move
from the previous method of expensive processing payments to a Square terminal. Marcia
purchased the Square terminal at a cost of $399 + tax ($452) in conjunction with the Port Stanley
Guild who will be covering 50% of the cost. Pat W. asked if the terminal required an internet
connection. Jerry and Marcia confirmed that yes it would require an internet connection but if the
group recalls, the internet connection in Port Stanley was poor last year and created quite a few
problems. The idea is to rely on the venue to provide a reliable internet connection and if that fails,
the group will hotspot the terminal with their phone. Marcia confirmed she has ample phone data
to cover requirements.



COMMUNICATIONS AND WEBSITE REPORT:

Website: Marcia Pensa reminded the membership to please build up your Art Guild Artist webpage
- this can be images of work that you have sold, current work for sale and information such as your
email address so that interested individuals can contact you directly. The idea is to give the public
an idea of your work and style.

Instagram: Vickee Jordan confirmed that she has reached out to Lesley M to get the password to
the Instagram page and was able to publish a post on the Guild IG page inviting new members to
join the group. The membership has been invited to reach out to Vickee through email with
images they would like to submit for posting. In the meantime, she will gather information from the
Artist pages to create posts on each of the Artists. As well, she confirmed with the membership
that they are agreeable to posting events outside of the Guild that our membership is participating
in, or attending, as well as Art events that might interest the membership. Eleanor, Kit and Vickee
to meet regarding coordination between Instagram and Facebook.

Roxane offered to tag the Guild in her Instagram posts as an added value to the group.

Facebook: Kit Cutting has plans to meet with Eleanor O. to figure out next steps for the Facebook
page. Kit is creating a paper document that will walk the membership through how to submit
images to her for posting, as well as how to create a Facebook post themselves. Don’t forget to let
Kit and Eleanor know if you are going to be participating in an art show - this would be great
material for the Facebook page and to promote the group and our art. Kit reminded the
membership that they will not see what Kit is posting to the Facebook page if they haven'’t
“Followed” the Guild.

PROGRAM REPORT: Sharon Brassard and Judy Ross have been working very hard on
developing the programs for the Guild.

Next month: Chris A will be presenting information on her fabric art process and how she creates
beautiful landscapes that grab your attention with harmonious colour combinations

Month After: The Owner of the Craft Hive is going to be presenting the Craft Hive business and
providing information on many of the art products they carry. Sharon mentioned that if they don’t
have a particular product the membership is looking for (and they have a LOT of different products)
the Owner is willing to order products in as well.

Holiday Inn Express St. Thomas: Sharon and Judy are working on a very exciting opportunity for
the membership. They have been in talks with The Holiday Inn to accept a piece of art every three
months for auction and display. The medium of the work itself will mostly be a 2-d work — a
painting or photography.

Size: Limited to sizes between 20"x24” and 24”x36”

Display Format: Must be framed or canvas

Price: MINIMUM Bid is $200 but can go as high as the Artist determines

Theme: Must reflect Elgin County - no Abstracts please



The idea is for participant’s works to be displayed for 3 months in the Foyer and secured to the
easel to prevent theft. If the artwork has not sold it will be returned to the Artist. Currently it is
planned for a sealed bid auction. Holiday Inn Corporate Management reserves the right to choose
the works to be displayed.

Please be aware that this is still in the works and the final details have yet to be determined.
Fingers crossed! This is a great opportunity. Stay tuned...

NEW BUSINESS: No new business

ANNOUNCEMENTS: A number of members announced some upcoming shows they are
participating in:

Rowena S. will be displaying her art at the Art Emporium Port Stanley Art Emporium

Jerry C. mentioned St. Marys Station Gallery will be displaying some of his work at the end of July
St Marys Station Gallery

Donna A. will be displaying her artwork at the Station Arts - Tillsonburg Station Arts - Tillsonburg

Kelly M will be displaying her artwork at the Buckhorn Festival of Arts, August 16-17th, 2025
Buckhorn Festival of Arts as well as in Bennington, Vermont

Marcia P. mentioned that a number of APSA members will be participating in a Square show in
mid-Sept. The artworks will not be limited to a square foot (12 inches square) and can be larger
formats. Association of Port Stanley Artists

ADJOURNMENT: A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Rowena Spersrud, and
seconded by Pat Walker. All in favour, approved. Adjourned at 8:03pm.


https://www.artemporium.ca/
https://www.stmarysstationgallery.ca/exhibitions
https://www.stationarts.ca/new-page-c11hr
https://www.buckhorncommunitycentre.com/events/buckhorn-festival-of-the-arts/
https://portstanleyartists.com/

