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GUILD

MEETING MINUTES
Monday, October 20, 2025

WELCOME & PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Helen Bezeau Kajan chaired the meeting in Chris
Allaway’s absence.

SECRETARY REPORT: Helen asked if any errors or omissions from the September meeting.
None reported. Marcia Pensa moved that the minutes be accepted from the September meeting,
seconded by Nancy Longeway, approved.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT: Linda Cross introduced new members. Jean Grady: acrylics mainly,
northern landscapes. Denise Collins: oil mainly, also acrylics and alcohol inks. Mary Cormier:
mostly acrylics, likes to dabble in oil, landscapes and seascapes. Cheryl Garrett-Jenkins: was a
member ten years ago, uses glass, cast glass, caned glass and fused glass. Shelly : acrylics,
powertex sculptures, likes to try everything. Nicky DeCorte — thinking about joining, was in the Elgin
Studio Tour, oils, currently taking a course on abstract. Wally: guest tonight. Was a teacher in
Toronto, wanted to find his artistic side. Mainly photography with added medium to it. Wife is a fibre
artist so adding some of her work with his currently.

Linda reported with the new members tonight, the total membership total is likely just over 50.

TREASURER REPORT: Jerry Cutting reported the bank balance is $3,038.75. The budget and
year to date expenses will be posted online shortly. He reported he made the second payment to
the Holiday Inn. We’ve met the budget and his projection to the end of the year looks like we're on
track. Motion made to accept the treasurer’s report, none against, approved.

SHOW REPORT: Sharon Brassard and Nancy Longeway reminded the attendees that there is NO
December meeting. November's meeting is the potluck. For the potluck, please bring a dish to be
shared with everyone as well as any serving spoons. Bring your own individual plate and cutlery.
There will be provided plastic cups and there will be a punch but if you wish something else to drink,
please bring.

At the November meeting also, we are going to pick the piece of artwork that will be used on the
Show promotional material. Therefore, they ask each person to bring one piece of artwork, if the
wish, to the November meeting. The artwork must be part of the Show, so therefore not sold before
the Show. Marcia noted each person at the November meeting will get a ballot to vote for their
favourite piece for marketing. The artwork can have been created in the last three years but cannot
have been in the Show before.

Marcia also asked to collaborate with two other individuals on the advertising to review what was
done in the past, brainstorm how to spread the budget and assist with all the various online places to
post. She asked for two volunteers to help spread out the work, and Eleanor Ovtscherenko and
Nancy Ivan volunteered. Thank you, Eleanor and Nancy! Later Denise Collins offered to help with
Advertising as well. We have a great team.



Marcia also reinforced that everyone else has a big role to play in handing out the invitations and
updating the invitation to their social media as well as a picture of the artwork that will be part of the
Show on their social media. This is our best way to advertise.

At the January meeting, completed submission forms will be accepted. The blank submission forms,
as well as the ‘how to’ regarding labels, hanging hardware etc. are on the member’s area of the
website. Submission fees owing can be paid by e-transfer to: startguildwebsite@gmail.com
indicating in the description section “Show”. Fees can also be made via cheque or cash at the
January meeting. Sharon and Nancy will go over this again at the November meeting.

A call was made for two more donations for the art draw: Diane Dobson and Cheryl Garrett-Jenkins
both volunteered a piece of their artwork for the draw. Thank you, Diane and returning member
Cheryl!

COMMUNICATIONS AND WEBSITE REPORT:

Website: Marcia Pensa noted for all new members, she will be sending you info with all the ‘how to’
and ‘where to go’ info, so do not panic! She will make sure you get up to speed.

Marcia noted there is a sign-up sheet indicating volunteer spots still not filled (indicated in yellow
block). If you have not signed up, or would like to fill one of the spots, email:
startguildwebsite@gmail.com and Marcia will add you to the spot. You can also view the sign-up
sheet in the member’s area of the website to make sure you are signed up to 2 shifts or see what
shifts are unfilled. Again, email the startquildwebsite@gmail.com to be added to shifts.

Instagram: Vickee Jordan noted the last month, various artist’'s work was featured on Instagram
including Chris Allaway, Anna Young, as well as a video clip with Daniel Brassard. She noted it is
good to include video as well as still shots as adds variety. She also posted other notifications such
as the St.Thomas-Elgin Public Art Centre open call to keep the site current as well as collaborative.
Instagram gives stats so she could see we’ve had 2,654 views plus 10 new followers. Vickee noted
Roxanne is going to send her some photos of her work so please continue to reach out to Vickee to
have your art displayed. Email Vickee at vickeej630@hotmail.com

Facebook: Marcia reported there is work in progress with Facebook but she and Eleanor are trying
to find out how to access Facebook to make changes if we don’t have an administrator. So far, they
are hitting a roadblock in this regard. More to follow.

PROGRAM REPORT:

Sharon Brassard mentioned next month’s program is the potluck! Tonight is a presentation of her
art by Kat Medlyn.

NEW BUSINESS: none
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Chris Allaway has asked anyone who would like to attach letters to the signs, to contact her at:
callaway56@live.com. The letters for the banners/signs have now been cut. This is a joint effort
with LCA.

The Gallery Painting Group invites you to their Art Show and Sale
https://www.facebook.com/londonpleinair/

London Community Artists invites you to their Art Show and Sale
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Home - London Community Artists

Nine Fine Artists - Visions Show at the Tillsonburg Arts Centre
Station Arts

Snack Break

Kat Medlyn Presentation

Kat, a former START member years ago, has a glass store on Talbot that has been in her family for
many decades. She learned her craft at a young age from her father, who was a jeweller. Kat
brings the fine techniques of jewellery making into her very creative glasswork.

Tonight, she wore a very stunning crown made of glass, wire, and other sparkly materials and
stones.

As a mother of a youngster, she has moved more into the experiential side of the business and
offers classes to individuals and groups, as well as doing repairs and commissions.

Her sculptures (she brought a few) are whimsical robots made up of an assortment of objects meant
for other purposes and are all very different. Kat's husband works in metal and he has assisted Kat
by adding features to the robots so that they light up. Recently they worked together on a large
outdoor sculpture in the area near Foodland in St. Thomas. This piece is a testament to the railway
history of the city, specifically the hobos that passed through and the interesting ways they
communicated with each other in terms of symbols.

Kat also enjoys collage and creates two-dimensional art using the technique of creating images from
an assortment of other unconnected images.

ADJOURNMENT

NEXT MEETING: Pot luck dinner — November 17™. More details to follow when your reminder email
goes out. Remember, if you are planning to be in the art show in March, bring a work as a
contender for our vote. The winning artwork will be featured on our marketing materials.
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