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       MEETING MINUTES 
      Monday, July 21, 2025 
       Minutes by Martha Burke 
 

WELCOME & PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Chris Allaway welcomed the membership to the July meeting.   

SECRETARY REPORT:  Martha Burke confirmed no report. 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT:  Linda Cross reminded members to check in by ‘x’ing the monthly column 
she highlights in a colour.  Pick up your name tag and remember to return it when you are leaving.  
Tonight, 28 are in attendance.  Last meeting was approximately the same.  Marcia made a membership 
list with names and addresses and emails.  It was passed around to those in attendance to update any 
errors.  Right now, 47 members in total. 

TREASURER REPORT:  Jerry Cutting reported the bank balance is $4,104.86.  The budget is posted 
online.  The first column is the budget, and the second column is what we’ve spent year to date.  
Currently showing a loss of approximately $300 ‘ish’.  Only short 3 members from the budgeted 
membership estimate.  As we have just spent $200 for guild machinery, projecting a $500 year loss.  
So if we can get more members, would help.  Otherwise, we’ll need to figure it out down the road. 

SHOW REPORT:    Sharon Brassard reported it is still early days, but she and Nancy Longeway would 
like to find team leaders.  These leaders would be given instruction and assistance later, this is only to 
find them.  Thanks to the volunteers!   

Set up and hanging: Chris Allaway.                             Labels: Marcia Pensa   
Receiving: Pat Walker                                                 Art Draw: Helen Bezeau   
Floor Reps: Daniel Brassard                                       Greeter: Martha Burke 

There will be no tearoom this time.  May still use the room as a place for the artists to relax, have a bite 
to eat or chat. 

COMMUNICATIONS AND WEBSITE REPORT:    

Website:  Marcia Pensa reminded new members to go to the member’s area of the website – there is 
lots of information there as well as the membership list for contacts.  Marcia has cleaned up the website 
a bit for the Guild’s new year.  If you artist page is blank, get started populating.  There is a file in the 
member’s area that explains the process for this but if you have any issues or need help, reach out to 
Marcia.  Jerry noted he has work on several guild’s websites and when you google his name they come 
up so good advertising.  Marcia offered to work with members to duplicate their artist page if one is 
already set up with another guild also. 

Instagram:  Vickee Jordan noted she posted a few pics from June’s ‘garage sale’ meeting to raise 
interest.  She also related that applying to the St. Thomas Library is very easy to do.  For Instagram, we 
have 957 followers.  Vickee will try to put artwork on Instagram that hasn’t been on Facebook also, so 
she’ll coordinate this with Kit.  She asked about adding the email of the artist.  There were concerns 
raised due to scammers.  After discussion, it was decided to refer anyone questioning or interested 
back to the Guild website/artist page.  Up to each artist what they wish to have for contact information 
on the page. 

Facebook:  Kit Cutting did a search on Facebook, and we have 651 followers.  If you get your artist’s 
page updated on the website, your art will get onto Facebook.  Kit takes pictures from the website as no 
one sends her anything to post.  17 people currently have nothing on their artist’s page.  And don’t be 
embarrassed if you think your art isn’t good enough – you have no idea what will interest other people.  
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If you haven’t seen your artwork on Facebook, we’re working through the remainder so will be in future.  
Kit noted she has put on her business card that she’s a member of the Guild. 

PROGRAM REPORT:   

Sharon Brassard and Judy Ross told members tonight’s presentation will be Chris Allaway’s wonderful 
fabric art.  She’ll talk about her process, and how she got started.  Thank you, Chris! 

Next month, people from The Hive will be doing a presentation and will also bring some merchandise 
too.  The owner has stated she is open to ordering any art supplies you need that she currently doesn’t 
carry. 

Chris mentioned that she asked someone ‘why join a guild’ and they said for feedback.  Chris herself 
has brought a piece tonight to ask for feedback.  For future meetings, if you have a piece you are 
having trouble with, or just want feedback about, let Chris or Sharon know.  10 minutes of so will be 
dedicated to this each meeting.  The feedback should be positive and constructive. 

NEW BUSINESS:  none 

Snack Break 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:   

Aug.5th will be a change up at the Port Stanley Festival Theatre.  Marcia is short a couple of pieces of 
artwork.  If you have any art that fits the following themes, let Marcia know:  food, witches, children, 
marriage, kitchen, Alzheimer’s.  (as of the posting of these minutes, the roster is full – thank you 
everyone) 

July 26th St. Thomas Knight of Columbus 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. – ‘Underwater Paradise’.  Artwork is all 
about underwater.  Will be fun things for all ages as well. 

Underwater Paradise Vendors Market | Facebook 

July 26th 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. Art Emporium Port Stanley open house. 

About | Art Emporium Port Stanley 

The month of August – Portside Emporium will be showing at Art with Panache 

Shows - Art with Panache 

August 23rd 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Fibre Art Show – Petrolia 

Snack Break 

PROGRAM: Chris Allaway presented several of her fabric artworks in the medium of sewn fabric 
pieces stretched on canvas.  She spends time foraging fabric stores and admits to having a huge 
number of fabric bolts and lengths of fabrics that catch her eye. She is always looking at fabrics and 
figuring out what purpose they may serve to her. For example, a red flower petal could be a cardinal in 
one of her compositions.  

Chris has experimented with many ways of using fabric such as gluing pieces on (an eagle’s feathers, 
for example), and even stuffing various areas to create a 3-D effect.  

Usually, she places all her pieces on a piece of cotton that is the size of the canvas. After using a 
temporary glue so they don’t shift, she goes about sewing using an ‘invisible’ thread. Afterward, she 
stretches the fabric onto the canvas. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/knights-of-columbus/underwater-paradise-vendors-market/1385773415764619/
https://www.artemporium.ca/about
https://artwithpanachelondon.weebly.com/shows.html
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The impressive effect of Chris’ fabric art is that it looks startling realistic when viewed and presents as a 
very detailed painting. Upon closer inspection, it is always a surprise to see that it is actually fabric. 

 (But don’t touch!) 

The unique way in which Chris expresses her creativity is what makes our group so diverse.  

Along with Sharon Brassard, Chris will be participating in the Lambton County Fibre Arts Festival on 
August 23.  

Lambton County Fibre Arts Festival | Facebook 

Go to https://www.stthomasartguild.com/allaway-chris.html to see Chris’ work on our guild website. 

 

ADJOURNMENT  

NEXT MEETING: MONDAY AUGUST 18TH. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/events/9370610219702208/
https://www.stthomasartguild.com/allaway-chris.html

