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MEETING MINUTES
Monday, January 19, 2026
Minutes by Martha Burke

(secretary’s note: the following order is not the same as held at the meeting — content is the same)

WELCOME & PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Chris Allaway explained the January meeting was mainly
going to center around the Show.

SECRETARY REPORT: A motion was made to approve the November minutes, moved by Glenda
Fenlon, seconded by Judy Ross, approved.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT: Linda Cross asked attendees to check they have recorded their meeting
attendance correctly as there are currently 12 members who have not met the minimum meeting
attendance. If the 3 meetings are not met, then those members cannot be in the show.

TREASURER REPORT: Jerry Cutting reported the bank balance is $2,912.90. Yet to be deducted
from this balance is a final payment of $500 to the Holiday Inn, as well as approximately $750 in
advertising costs. This would leave about $1,617 for the rest of the year’s expenses, so in pretty
good shape.

SHOW REPORT: Sharon Brassard reported she met with Kelly from the Holiday Inn and gave her
the schedule for all 3 days of the Show. Kelly confirmed there will be poster display racks available
including at the check in desk, as well as other areas of the hotel. Also, there will be poster display
space on the Elgin Mall community board. To note for this year, the ‘tea room’ will be an artist only
room, so no longer a public area. Do not leave valuables like purses in the room, but there will be
refreshments as well as a spot to decompress during/after/before your shift. Coats can be hung in
the cupboards outside of the Show display space. Purses/valuables can be placed in the cupboards
within the display space. Sharon has asked for 4 tables (updated to 5 at Pat Walker’s request) by 8
a.m. Friday morning. They will be aligned outside the doors to the display space. Holiday Inn has
also purchased a coat rack for visitor coats.

The Guild’s 2 banners will be displayed at the hotel. One banner will be at the entrance closer to
Giant Tiger, the other will be at the very front of the hotel grounds. For the artists, please bring your
art through, and use in general, the entrance closer to the Giant Tiger (considered the side
entrance).

Chris Allaway noted there have been adherence issues with the lettering for the new street signs.
She and an LCA member plan to stitch the letters to the signs. Chris noted she still needs to talk to
business owners about allowing the signs on their business property to ensure the city will not
remove them. An offer was made to try adhering the letters with a heat press so more to follow.

For the welcome desk and the raffle desk, there are two separate areas in the lobby that will be
used. Sharon and Nancy felt separating the two allow for better flow and visibility. The
welcome/greeter desk will be located where the mural is (close to). The raffle desk will be next to
the internet area.



Shift sheets will be placed on one of the doors (to be identified where later). When you arrive for
your shift, initial the sheet that you’ve arrived. If you have not signed up for any shifts (or your
minimum 2 shifts), look to see what is left and email stthomasartguild@gmail.com to book. Each
artist should work 2 shifts of 2 hours each to qualify to enter artwork in the show.

Marcia said the advertising team felt that visitors linger around the raffle table, so they’d like to have
a form available there to ask how people found out about the show. The option would also exist to
supply and email address and signature to be alerted to future shows. Discussion concluded it
would be prudent to have an unsubscribe to the first email to allow opting out. Those in attendance
agreed with adding this role at the raffle table so if you are interested in this shift, again, email
stthomasartguild@gmail.com to be added to available times/dates.

Nancy Longeway offered to be the main contact (after your convenor or if the are unavailable)
should you be sick or for whatever reason, unable to work your shift — or be late for your shift. She
will try to rebook you as she’ll be at the show each day. Text, or phone her at 519-588-1115.

There will be two artwork drop off groups. The first will be 9-10:30. This group will be reserved for
those who have work commitments, other appointments or responsibilities that require a ‘first thing’
drop off. The second group will be 10:30 to noon. If you are part of the setup committee, bring your
artwork with you.

Please ensure your artwork has the proper hanging hardware. Please use D-rings!! There is a PDF
on the website in the member’s area that details the requirements. Any artwork without the proper
hardware will not be allowed in the show. Claws or French cleats — not acceptable. The wire, which
needs to be braised wire or plastic wrapped wire, not single strand, must have the ‘ends’ wrapped
with tape to avoid someone scratching their fingers etc. on the jagged end. The requirements for
matted only works is also in the PDF file online.

Marcia noted the requirements for labels are in the member’s area of the website. If the labels are
too much for you, fill out the information and email Marcia (via the stthomasartguild@gmail.com
email) and she has kindly offered to complete for you. She will also print the submission forms for
you if you need that also. Get started on the labels now. They are due February. Marcia needs
enough time to get them printed on thicker cardstock for the show. If Marcia completes the labels for
you, she will send an electronic version back to you. Have a refresher look at the video on how to
complete.

Your submission forms are due by the February meeting. If you will be paying via etransfer, email a
copy of your completed submission forms to Marcia (stthomasartqguild@gmail.com) cc. Jerry
(JerryCutting@ody.ca) so he can keep track of it.

At the February meeting, there will be a sheet to describe what easels, boards etc you have to
supply for the show. Marcia will have an online list. Last year, some brought hanging boards that
were not needed. Please still bring them in case.

Laura Woermke will be juror for the show. She is the curator for the St. Thomas-Elgin Art Gallery. It
was decided after discussion to limit the number of ribbons to 8 judge’s choice and 4 honourable
mentions. It will be the preference/choice of the judge if they want to pick 4 honourable mentions or
not.

Marcia noted the advertising team has decided one job is everyone’s responsibility — distributing the
invitations and posters. There were bunches of invitations available at January’s meeting with a list
of potential drop off locations included in the bunch. The poster can work very well in the back
passenger window (ensuring that is safe for the driver).
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Marcia asked that everyone start, at the end of February, to post the invitation twice a week on their
social media. Marcia will send out the .jpeg after this meeting to share. Don’t share a crazy amount
or it will cause people to tune it out. Blitz the last three weeks. A video was created, located on the
member’s area of the website, showing how to post the invitation to your social media account. A
suggestion was to include in the comments the hashtag #stthomasartguild for more exposure.
Please share with other art groups in your social media group.

COMMUNICATIONS AND WEBSITE REPORT:
Website: Marcia Pensa — no report

Instagram: Vickee Jordan absent but did submit a report. Vickee reported there were 715 views in
the last month with 1200 views for the month of December. We have over 1000 followers. The post
highlighting Sylvie’s art has set a new record with 362 views for the one post.

Facebook: No report

PROGRAM REPORT:

The SHOW!

NEW BUSINESS: none

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

London Community Artists Show — Apr.16-19, 2026

Deadline looming for the ArtComp at 100 Kellogg Lane

Snack Break

Bob, Sharon and Denise offered to supply goodies for the February snack break.

ADJOURNMENT at 11:45 a.m.



