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PREPARE YOUR ART FOR DISPLAY 
 
All of you have wonderful artwork that you have completed as professionals in terms of 
your individual styles and imagery.  Please be aware that your hanging hardware & 
framing, etc. is just as important.   
And, further below are some suggestions for matted work. 
 
WORK THAT NEEDS A SEPARATE FRAME OR IS BEHIND GLASS 
Because all art is hung and will be seen by many either in a home or wherever it may 
end up hanging, each artwork must be securely held within its frame when it arrives at 
the art show. This is for safety reasons, not just aesthetics.  The art should be stable 
and secure enough to withstand a bit of passerby traffic. 
 
WORK ON CANVAS STRETCHED OVER A WOOD FRAME 
If you have a stretched canvas on wood, it is not necessary to actually have a separate 
frame around it.   
The sides of the canvas must be painted for a neat finish - most artists choose black but 
again, any colour, in order to be 'finished'.  Some artists continue the image to the sides, 
which is great too.  
 
Tip: the larger a piece is, the more you should consider a 'gallery' profile, which has a 
thicker side than regular. 
 

MATERIALS 
Please use the proper multi- filamented picture hanging wire on the back.  Not the 
plastic-coated kind – it is really hard to twist effectively. Use a medium to strong weight 
wire (30 lbs. is good for most medium-sized work - see image) 
 
Please use D-Rings or something that looks like them and screw the d-ring securely to 
the canvas frame at the back or inside edge of the stretcher with a screw, not a nail. 
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NOT ALLOWED 
• screw eyes 
• saw-tooth metal thingies that often come attached to cheaper frames 
•  glue, tape or staples attaching the wire to the frame 
• any wire that is not braided (multi-filamented) picture wire (so no string, etc.) 
 
It is tempting to use cheap frames and yes, most of us are guilty.  However, although 
they look great, these cheaper ones, such as Ikea frames, are made of card-board-like 
particle board and do not hold a screw for the D-Ring.   
Whenever you consider a cheaper frame, if it is not wood, you won't be able to screw in 
the hanging hardware. And, the buyer will know you used a cheap frame. 
 
It is also important how your image, whether it is on canvas board, or paper, or 
whatever, is attached to the frame.  You don't want any really obvious amateur-looking 
nails stuck in or weird glue applications visible on the back. 
If you have found a unique wooden frame in a second-hand shop, please research an 
effective and professional way to attach your artwork to the frame. 
Remember, when someone buys your art, they will be looking at the back and hanging 
it themselves and this should be easy for them. 
 
Taking your art to be professionally framed is indeed an expensive route but make 
every attempt to be as professional as possible.  (try Youtube for some great hacks). 
 
Please be aware, these requirements are for art that is meant to be hung on a 
wall.  If you are selling matted work, the framing is up to the buyer and not your 
problem.  See below for info on Matted Work. 
 
If your work is ready to hang in a professional way, it is always better! It shows that you 
value the overall finish of the piece as well as the work you put into the image. 
Remember it will be on someone's wall for a long time. 
 

Wrapping a piece of masking tape around the twisted wire ends will 
prevent any cut and scratches that the hanging crew might experience.   
 
Lastly, on the back of each piece of art, please tape, glue or somehow safely attach the 
following information:  title, medium, artist name, price. You can simply print out another 
copy of your tags for that, as you know. 
 
 

MATTED WORK 
Artwork such as watercolours, or work on paper using graphic medius (soft 
pastel, pencil crayon, etc.) needs to be protected behind a glass frame. 
This most cost-effective way to prepare such work for sale is to matt the 
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art, provide a backing (such as foam-
core) and place it in a Crystal Clear 
plastic envelope. Let the buyer choose 
and purchase their own frame! 
 
Making the matt a standard size (such as 
8x10, or 16x20, makes it easy for the buyer to 
purchase a ready-made frame, and for you, 
the artist, to be able to pop it into a Crystal 
Clear envelope, which come in standard sizes.  

 

Crystal Clear Bags are available at Art stores and online such as at  
Crystal Clear Bags Canada Inc., 155 Victoria Street, Strathroy Ont.  
(519) 245-3096           Email: sales@clearbags.ca         Web: clearbags.ca 
Check out their Facebook Page: 
https://www.facebook.com/ClearBagsCanada 
 
Not acceptable to use shrink-wrap plastic with a blow-dryer– don’t make it a DIY 
project!  
 
 
EXTRA GOOD STUFF FOR THE BACK. 
Some artists attach their business card and include a brief bio.   
The bio tells the buyer a bit about yourself.  When people buy a painting, they want to 
talk about it to guests in their home and say something about the artist.  This need only 
be about 5 sentences long and deals with your art, not your life history. 
 
A basic bio simply talks about the subjects an artist likes to paint and why, the medium 
used and why, and what the artist hopes the viewer experiences or appreciates in their 
work in a general way (such as, "I am interested in conveying a mood..."). The artist 
may simply say that they are interested in colour, or composition, or landscapes. 
Whatever. Contact Information usually indicates where the artist lives (but not the 
specific address, unless that’s okay with you) and definitely an email address. If you 
have a biz card, the contact info is already there! 
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